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Governance for River Basin and

the Water Environment in China, Revisited
From Integrated Management toward Sustainability

Kenji Otsuka

The author has conducted a series of field
studies on governance for river basin and the
water environment in China in recent years, fo-
cusing especially on State Priority Water
Pollution Control Basins such as the Tai-hu
Lake Basin and Huai River Basin. This article
revisits the author’s recent works in China, par-
ticularly his four-year survey in the Tai-hu Lake
Basin to clarify the major findings and remain-
ing tasks in this research field, while also
referring to the field survey in the Huai River
Basin. Firstly, this article revisits the theory of
governance for river basin and the water envi-
ronment to remind the core discussion of
“Integrated Water Resource Management”
(IWRM) disseminated worldwide by Global
Water Partnership (GWP) since 2000 to rec-
ognize continuity with the theory of
“sustainability” in current environmental stud-
ies. Taking the case of the Tai-hu Lake Basin to
focus on a series of dramatic policy changes
since the water crisis in 2007, this article sum-
marizes three axes of the governance process:
the progress of integrated management of the
water environment; the introduction of a set of
incentive mechanisms through local govern-
ment initiatives; and the scholarly and social
practices of community roundtable meetings
to promote dialogue and cooperation among
stakeholders in a local community. In conclu-
sion, this article tries to develop further
discussions from governance at the center of

Governance for River Basin and the Water Environment in China,
Revisited

economic growth, such as the Tai-hu Lake Ba-
sin, toward that on its periphery, such as the
Huai River Basin, while shedding light on the
possibility of interactive governance based on
grassroots knowledge and practices for

sustainability.

Kenji Otsuka 093



